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WASHINGTON 
May 24., 1957 







MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
Subject: Your Talks with Chancellor Adenauer 
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Before your meeting with the Chancellor on Tuesday 
morning, I will have two talks with him on Monday. We plan 
to discuss disarmament, German reunification, NATO military 
problems, the status of the German military build-up, Euro- 
pean integration, and relations with the Soviet bloc. The 
Chancellor will also raise the question of German assets in 
the United States. We plan to raise with him the question 
of financial support for United States forces in Germany if 
a settlement has not been reached by that time. 

The Chancellor will have two principal problems on his 
mind. One is the implications of the increased development 
of nuclear weapons. The other is the question of disarmament 
and its relation to German reunification. 

As you know, the Chancellor is deeply troubled from a 
moral viewpoint about the implications of nuclear warfare. 
In addition, nuclear weapons have become a major campaign 
issue in Germany which is causing him serious difficulty. 
The Chancellor has taken the position that the German Federal 
Government is not seeking atomic weapons, but he has refused 
to foreclose the possibility of eventual German possession 
of tactical nuclear weapons if an agreement on disarmament 
is not reached in the next several years. He has also de- 
fended the stationing of United States units with atomic 
capability in Germany. His position is being sharply attacked 
by his Socialist opposition. You may wish to mention your 
appreciation of the courageous stand which he has taken. 

- i i i i - .. .. . t\tmw i i ■■■' ' '- "" "' ' ' " ' '"" r " r <'*" > »***"*' r ' l » l fc,,n" >i W*' rtrl "' iff 

At the same time, the Chancellor is very much concerned 
that Western defense efforts are being too exclusively centered 
on nuclear capability, particularly in the British case. He 
fears that we will drift into a position in which we will be 
unable to deal with any difficulty except by resort to nuclear 
weapons. 
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The Chancellor may' raise with you the possibility of 
a new Pour-Power conference with the Soviets later in the 
year. What he may have in niind is pressing the issue of 
German reunification simultaneously with the disarmament 
discussions in order to keep at least a loose link between 
the two and to take advantage of any flexibility in the 
Soviet position. You may wish to point out the dangers in- 
volved in a new meeting unless there is real ground for 
believing we could make progress. You might suggest that 
it would be premature to consider the matter until we can 
gain a clearer idea of Soviet intentions from the London 
discussions. In the light of the development of the talks 
with the Chancellor, you may wish to express a willingness 
to review the question later in the year. 

The Chancellor will also probably raise with you the 
question of German assets in the United States and perhaps 
the forthcoming sale by the Alien Property Custodian of 
the predominant German share in the Stinnes Company, an 
American holding company with properties located in Germany. 
If he does, it would be desirable to bring the Attorney 
General into the discussions. 



The Chancellor will hope that the final communique will 
be of assistance to him in Germany from an election view- 
point. We will have to devote a parft of the meeting on 
Tuesday to a discussion of the communique. 
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John /Foster Dulles 
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